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The Comets are close.

That's how Mason coach Brian Castner sees things following a 23-7 comeback win over Greater Miami Conference rival Lakota West Friday on 

Homecoming Night at Lakota West.

Mason outgained the top offense in the conference 319-221, including 177-28 on the ground, and won its' fourth straight game. The Comets improved to 

6-2 overall and 4-1 in the GMC to remain in a second-place tie with Lakota East – the last team to beat the Comets. 

"We're not there yet, but we're figuring things out," Castner said. 

The coach had said his team needed to sort some things out following the 20-3 loss at East Sept. 19. The process isn't finished with two regular-season 

games to play and a possible postseason berth to come. But they're close.

"We knew it would be a transition to really close that gap of getting everybody on the same page and believing," Castner said. "I think we're maybe right 

next to the next step. But we're going to enjoy this win, though. It's just a great team win and a great program win."

Mason beat West for the first time since a 19-12 win over the Firebirds on Oct. 15, 2010, and improved to 4-5 all-time against the Firebirds. 

"I think our determination was that it was their homecoming and they had beaten us the last couple years," sophomore quarterback Preston Hutchinson 

said. "We just had revenge (on our minds) and if they lose the game, it ruins their whole homecoming. I think that's what our mentality was."

West had averaged 390 yards and 32 points per game entering the game, but managed only seven Friday against the league's top defense. The Comets 

boast a 196.5 yards-per-game average through eight games and have allowed only 11 points per game.

"If you would have told me that before the game, I don't know if I would have bet on that," Castner said. "I would have thought they'd get a couple scores. 

But to hold them to seven, that's pretty special. It was great."

And the seven points came less than three minutes into the game.

"I'm thinking they're going to get three scores (at that point)," Castner said. "It was a very emotional game. We were really excited to come over here and 

it's their homecoming. So we had a lot of emotion. It was a high emotion game and we didn't do a good job of really settling that. It's about execution and 

doing the little things right and that got the best of us the first two or three series."

The Comets had had mustered less than 30 yards on offense and trailed 7-0 midway through the second quarter, but came to life in the near the end of 

the first half.

Senior running back Garrison France scored the equalizer with an 8-yard run through the middle on a double-reverse with 4:26 to play before halftime. 

The Mason defense followed by stalling a West drive near midfield and the Comets quickly moved downfield again.

Hutchinson capped an eight-play, 75-yard drive with a 1-yard dive through the middle for a Mason touchdown and a 14-7 with 18 seconds to play before 

halftime. 

Play of the Game: Bryson White went 19 yards around the left side for a Mason touchdown at the end of a time-consuming drive for a 21-7 lead with 

1:10 to play in the third quarter to put the game out of reach.

West moved quickly to the Mason 13 following that score, but the Comets defense stuffed Gentry's fourth-and-1 run at the 13 with 11:20 remaining in the 

game and Mason added a safety with 1:03 to play.
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TOP VIDEOS

Star of the Game: West senior quarterback Blake Darland set a school single-season passing record on that opening drive, eclipsing Dustin Huff's 2005 

record of 1,508 passing yards that took 10 full games. Darland has 1,672 yards in the air through eight games. 

"He does a good job of playing to his strengths," Lakota West coach Larry Cox said.

With two games left, Darland has a chance to pass Lakota Hall of Famer Dr. Keith Johnson, who passed for 1,758 yards for the old Lakota High School 

in 1986.

View from the Sideline: "We played a good first quarter," Cox said. "That's what I told the kids. And that's it. They did what they did and they won the 

game. Hats off to them. I think we got away from some of the things we were able to do. We would get behind with a mistake here or a mistake there. We 

didn't execute at critical moments. We were able to move the ball between the 20s OK. But once we would get tighter, we would make a mistake. We 

didn't do what we were supposed to do.

"We scored seven points, so we have to make sure our offense plays better. And then in the second half we couldn't get our offense off the field. They 

grounded us out."

Extra Point: Lakota West had its two-game winning streak ended.

Mason;0;14;7;2;--23

Lakota West;7;0;0;0;--7

LW-Gentry 2 run (Nguyen kick).

M-France 8 run (Kramer kick).

M-Hutchinson 1 run (Kramer kick).

M-White 19 run (Kramer kick).

M-safety.

Records: M 6-2, 4-1 GMC; LW 4-4, 3-2.
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